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Handout 6: Apolytikia and Trisagion
Introduction
Today we will go over the Apolytikia that follows the Little Entrance and then the Trisagion. The main text from which I draw this information is the book The Heavenly Banquet by Fr. Emmanuel Hatzidakis. I’ve listed this and other texts at the end of this document.

Outline of the Opening Blessing and the Litany of Peace
Sources: [Ware, pp. 280ff; THB, pp. 16ff]
I. The Liturgy of the Word – the Synaxis (gathering)
A. The Opening of the Service – the Enarxis
B. The Little Entrance, followed by the special Troparia for the day
i. The Trisagion
C. Readings from Scripture
i. The Prokimenon – verses, usually from the Psalms
ii. The Epistle
iii. Alleluia – sung nine or sometimes three times, with verses from Scripture intercalated
iv. The Gospel
v. The Homily

Troparion/Apolytikion for the Day
Apolytikia
After the eisodikon (“Come let us worship and fall down …”) is finished—during which the priest and deacon enter the sanctuary—the choir sings three apolytikia [DL, p. 23]:
1. The ______________ Apolytikion for that day—the one that matches that day’s tone.
2. The apolytikion for the main ____________ that we are commemorating.
3. The apolytikion for the patron saint or the patronal ____________ of the Church.
While the choir is singing this, the priest prays the prayer of the Thrice-Holy Hymn.

On the Apolytikia
A ___________ is a short hymn [Gregorios, p. 343].
An ___________ is “the _________ Hymn … refers to the _________ or saint of the day.
A _____________ is the apolytikion for the patron saint or the ____________ feast of the Church.

The Resurrectional Apolytikion are a standard _________ hymns that rotate throughout the year.

The Prayer of the Thrice-Holy Hymn [LIT, p. 258]
Priest: O holy God, who restest in the holy place, who art hymned by the seraphim with the thrice-holy cry and glorified by the cherubim and worshipped by every heavenly power, who out of nothingness hast brought all things into being, who hast created man according to thine image and likeness and hast adorned him with thine every gift; who givest to him that asketh wisdom and understanding, who despises not the sinner but hast appointed repentance unto salvation, who hast vouchsafed unto us, thy humble and unworthy servants, even in this hour, to stand before the  glory of thy holy altar and to offer the worship and praise which are due unto thee: Thyself, O Master, receive even from the mouth of us sinners the thrice-holy hymn and visit us in thy goodness. Pardon us every transgression both voluntary and involuntary; sanctify our souls and bodies; and grant us to serve thee in holiness all the days of our life, through the intercession of the holy Theotokos and of all the saints, who from the beginning of the world have been well-pleasing unto thee.
Though I stated that the choir sings three apolytikia, the third one may be chanted by the clergy or the choir [DL, p. 26]. After the third apolytikia has been sung, …
… the deacon, standing at his place at holy table, says to the priest [from here through “Amen” is quoted from LIT, p. 259]:
Deacon:	Bless, master, the time of the thrice-holy.
The priest blesses the deacon. The deacon kisses the priest’s right hand and then stands in the holy doors, facing the people, lifts his orarion and says:
Deacon:	Let us pray to the Lord.
Choir:		Lord, have mercy.
The deacon returns to his place at the holy table and the priest says:
Priest:	For holy art thou, O our God, and unto thee we ascribe glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever …
Facing the congregation through the holy doors, the deacon lifts his orarion and says:
Deacon:	… and unto ages of ages.
Choir:		Amen.
On the Prayer of the Thrice-Holy Hymn
[DL, p. 28] The Prayer of the Thrice-Holy Hymn is commonly said during the ___________.

[THB, pp. 131-132] The Heavenly Banquet points out how the beginning of the prayer describes the ________________ of God and then moves to describe how God takes special care of mankind even with how ______________ and sinful we are.

Notice that the deacon has a role right at the beginning of the service: he ___________ the priest to begin the service.

The exchange between the priest and ___________ indicate a transition (to the Trisagion). When the choir sings the “Amen,” it is the signal to begin the Trisagion Hymn.

The Trisagion
For most services, the Choir chants the Trisagion as follows [LIT, pp. 259-260]:
Choir: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us. (thrice)
Choir: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Choir: Holy Immortal: have mercy on us.
Deacon: With strength.
Choir: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us.

At other times of the year, the Choir sings the Baptismal Hymn, which replaces Holy God, etc. with [LIT, pp. 259-260]
As many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Alleluia.
Or at the time of the adoration of the Cross, we replace Holy God, etc. with
We adore thy cross, O Master, and thy holy resurrection we glorify.

When the deacon says, “With strength.” He is holding up his orarion toward the people and standing at the Holy Doors [LIT, p. 260].
Afterward the deacon returns to his place to the right of the altar and says to the priest: 
Deacon: Command, master.
They both then go to the high place behind the altar, as the priest says:
Priest: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.
The “deacon points to the throne at the high place with his orarion and says … to the priest:”
Deacon: Bless, master, the throne on high.
Looking toward the throne and opening his arms toward it, the priest says:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Priest: Blessed art thou on the throne of the glory of thy kingdom, who art enthroned upon the cherubim, always, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.
Deacon: Amen.

Note that, according to the Liturgikon, the priest and deacon also have the option of not moving to the high place during this exchange. At both the St. Katherine Mission and Christ the Savior Mission, the priests go to the high place.

The readings from the New Testament directly follow the Trisagion.
On the Trisagion
This is a build up to … the __________ from the Holy Scripture!
“Holy God”	God the ___________
“Holy Mighty”	God the ___________
“Holy Immortal”	God the ________________
What is the story behind the Thrice-Holy Hymn as we know it today? For the story on this, you can find it on 20 Nov in the Prologue of Ohrid (http://98.131.104.126/prolog/November20.htm). 

The Trisagion ___________ the Prayer of the Thrice-Holy Hymn.

Fr. Alexander Schmemann says that the Trisagion is “the ________ hymn, which is sung on earth but testifies to the accomplished reconciliation of earth and heaven” [TE, p. 63].

On the Blessing of the Throne
The synthronon is the name of the ____________ chair.

“The ‘bishop’s throne’ in the soleas took the place of the ____________ throne.”
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