Lesson 4	Divine Liturgy	Antiphons

Divine Liturgy
Section 4: Antiphons

Preparation
Watch this video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7JKmXrQO9Qo from 23:15 to 31:00.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Outline of the Opening Blessing and the Litany of Peace
Sources: [Ware, pp. 280ff; THB, pp. 16ff]
I. The Liturgy of the Word – the Synaxis (gathering)
A. The Opening of the Service – the Enarxis
i. The Litany of Peace – The Great Ektenia
ii. First Antiphon – “Through the intercessions of the Theotokos …”
Or Psalm 102
iii. The Little Litany – The Little Ektenia
iv. Second Antiphon – “O Son of God, risen from the dead, …”
Or Psalm 145
v. The Little Litany – The Little Ektenia
vi. The Beatitudes (with special hymns or Troparia appointed for the day)
B. The Little Entrance, followed by the special Troparia for the day
i. The Trisagion
The Three Antiphons
Antiphon – Greek antiphoneo – means “I ____________.”

The deacon stands in front of the icon of ____________ during each antiphon.
The priest has his place at the ___________.

Prayer of the First Antiphon – by the priest
Priest: O Lord our God, whose might is beyond compare, whose glory is incomprehensible, whose mercy is boundless, and whose love toward mankind is ineffable: Do Thou Thyself, O Master, in Thy tender compassion look down upon us and upon this holy house, and grant us those who pray with us Thy rich mercies [LIT, p. 254].

Four characteristics of God: might, ___________, mercy, and _____________.

Priest: For unto Thee are due all glory, honor and worship to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.


People: Amen

First Antiphon
Choir: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us.
Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us [SB, p. 94].

Two traditions for this antiphon: Psalm _________ and “Through the __________ of the Theotokos …”

Prayer of the Second Antiphon – by the priest
Priest: O Lord our God, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance; preserve the fullness of Thy Church, sanctify those who love the beauty of Thy house, glorify them in recompense by Thy divine power, and forsake us not who hope on Thee [LIT, p. 255].
For Thine is the might, and Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.

God’s inheritance is “those who are ____________ in Me.”

Second Antiphon
Choir: O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, save us who sing unto Thee: Alleluia.
O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, save us who sing unto Thee: Alleluia.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
O Son of God, who art risen from the dead, save us who sing unto Thee: Alleluia.
Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen [SB, p. 95].
O Only-begotten Son and Word of God, who art immortal, yet didst deign for our salvation to be incarnate of the holy Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, and without change wast made man; and wast crucified also, O Christ our God, and by Thy death didst Death subdue; who art one of the Holy Trinity, glorified together with the Father and the Holy Spirit: save us [SB, p. 95].

Two traditions: Psalm ___________ and “O Son of God, who art __________ from the dead …”

Archbishop Lazar: These psalms “contain prophecies about the ___________ of Christ.”

“O Only-begotten Son …” is a like a _________________.

These antiphons progress to the _______________ of the Gospels in the Little Entrance.

Prayer of the Third Antiphon – by the priest
Priest: O Thou Who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplications unto Thee; and dost promise that when two or three are gathered together in Thy Name Thou wilt grant their requests: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of Thy servants as may be most expedient for them, granting us in this world the knowledge of Thy truth, and in the world to come, life everlasting [LIT, p. 256].
For Thou art a good God and lovest mankind, and unto Thee we ascribe glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.

This prayer emphasizes our need for ___________. I.e., “_____________ in Christ between them”

Third Antiphon
Two traditions: Sing a troparion (the troparion of the day (or the ________________ Troparion) or the Beatitudes.
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