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Classes Covered This Year
1. Purpose and Parts of the Divine Liturgy
2. Interpretations of the Divine Liturgy
3. Opening Blessing and the Litany of Peace
4. The Antiphons and the Little Entrance
5. The Apolytikia and the Trisagion
6. Scripture Reading, Homily, and Fervent Supplication
Purpose of the Divine Liturgy
Purpose 1: Community
Eucharist – It’s act is one of _________________.

Liturgy – leitourgia () in Greek


Purpose 2: Kingdom of God
Divine Liturgy – the experience of the _____________ of God

Eucharist – is “___________ the banquet of the Kingdom” [Germanus, p. 25]

Starts with “Blessed is the ___________”

Symbol – something that joins together two ____________ such that one manifests the other

Alexandria – “the mysteries of the ________ reveal the ultimate mystery that is God” [Germanus, p. 25]

Purpose 3: Christ’s life and His saving work
Antioch – emphasis on Christ’s life and His saving work – more _________ and historical

Jerusalem – celebrations centered around holy holy sites_______________

Constantinople – influenced by ____________

Literal and historical approach is more __________ but often leads to ___________ interpretations

Table 1: Symbolic Interpretations for the Great Entrance [Wybrew, pp. 182-183].
	Source
	Years
	Great Entrance (Interpretations)

	Theodore of Mopsuestia
	350-428
	Christ led away to His passion

	St. Maximus the Confessor
	580-662
	Revelation of the mystery of salvation hidden in God

	St. Germanos
	634-733
	Christ proceeding to his mystical sacrifice

	Nicholas of Andida
	11th cent.
	The Lord’s journey to Jerusalem on Palm Sunday

	St. Nicholas Cabasilas
	1319-1392
	Christ’s journey to Jerusalem and his entry on Palm Sunday

	St. Symeon of Thessalonika
	1381-1429
	The final coming of Christ



Pascha
This shows how Purposes 2 and 3 can ___________ with each other.

Pascha brings us into an __________ reality.

Divine Liturgy
[bookmark: _GoBack]The ____________ of the Divine Liturgy are easily tied to the _________ in Christ’s life and the history of His salvific work.

The Divine Liturgy is ___________ into the Kingdom of God. It is ___________ with God and with all who partake of the Eucharist.


Outline of the Divine Liturgy [Ware, p. 280ff; THB, pp. 16ff]

I. The Office of Preparation
The Prothesis or Proskomidia: the preparation of the bread and wine to be used at the Eucharist
II. The Liturgy of the Word – the Synaxis (gathering)
A. The Opening of the Service – the Enarxis
i. The Litany of Peace – The Great Ektenia
ii. First Antiphon – “Through the intercessions of the Theotokos …”
Or Psalm 102
iii. The Little Litany – The Little Ektenia
iv. Second Antiphon – “O Son of God, risen from the dead, …”
Or Psalm 145
v. The Little Litany – The Little Ektenia
vi. The Beatitudes (with special hymns or Troparia appointed for the day)
B. The Little Entrance, followed by the special Troparia for the day
i. The Trisagion
C. Readings from Scripture
i. The Prokimenon – verses, usually from the Psalms
ii. The Epistle
iii. Alleluia – sung nine or sometimes three times, with verses from Scripture intercalated
iv. The Gospel
v. The Homily
D. Intercession for the Church
i. The Litany of Fervent Supplication
ii. The Litany of the Departed
iii. The Litany of the Catechumens, and the dismissal of the Catechumens
III. The Eucharist
A. Two short Litanies of the Faithful lead up to the Great Entrance, which is then followed by the Litany of Supplication
B. The Kiss of Peace and the Creed
C. The Eucharistic Prayer
i. Opening Dialogue
ii. Thanksgiving – culminating in the narrative of the Last Supper, and the words of Christ: “This is My Body … This is My Blood …”
iii. Anamnesis – the act of “calling to mind” and offering
The priest “calls to mind” Christ’s death, burial, Resurrection,
Ascension, and Second Coming, and he “offers” the Holy Gifts to God
iv. Epiclesis – the Invocation or “calling down” of the Spirit on the Holy Gifts
v. A great Commemoration of all the members of the Church: the Mother of God, the saints, the departed, the living
vi. The Litany of Supplication, followed by the Lord’s Prayer
D. The Elevation of the Consecrated Gifts and Fraction (“breaking”) of the Bread
E. Communion of the clergy and people
F. Conclusion of the service: Thanksgiving and final Blessing; distribution of the Antidoron
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